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Resource officer is changing positions Let's Look Back...

Contrary to the snide “statements”
made in the Oct. 22nd issue of The
Colorado County Citizen concerning
Colorado County Resource *Officer
Mike Schleider leaving his position,
‘Schleider has been named investiga-
tor by Sheriff R.H. “Curly” Wied.

Those “other newspapers” that re-
ported Schleider leaving were our
own publication and The Banner
Press Newspaper. Both of us use the

By Jeannine Fearing, Publisher

same “stringer” for the school board
coverage, so naturally both papers re-
ported the same thing.

And, as to why Rice CISD thought
Schleider was leaving his position, it
was because that’s what they were
told!

Do you really think our superin-
tendent would involve board mem-
bers in a discussion about replacing
Schleider with the district’s own offi-

cer if he hadn’t gotten his information
from a reliable source?

Knowing Dr. Gott, even as little as
Ido, Idon’t think he wouldinvolve the
board until he was sure it was time.

In the Citizen report of Schleider
still being on duty, Wied said he was
accepting applications for two full-
time positions. Wied didn’t tell the
Citizen that Schleider had applied for
one of the positions like Rice CISD

We wduld like to thank the following individuals and
businesses for supporting the youth of Colorado County
at the Colorado County Fair Youth Livestock Sale:
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J.W. Shavers

knew he had.

Another thing. The report of that
specific meeting never stated that Sch-
leider had left; it said he wanted to get
one of the full time positions open at
the Sheriff’s Dept.

By the way, the other position, ser-
geant, was garnered by Deputy Troy
Neisner.

And, to the Citizen, maybe a little
more research would have helped; like
contacting our stringer or Dr. Gott to
find out their side of the story.

I wore a button for almost a year
during a very trying time in my life. I
think it applies here. It read, “I refuse
to have a battle of wits with an un-
armed person!”

24 & 48 YEARS

Jan. 4,1973

Mr. & Mrs. Ed Causey of Eagle
Lake celebrated their 50th wedding
anniversary with an open house at Lis-
sie United Methodist Church last Sun-
day. Many friends came to pay their
respects to this couple who have made
their home in Eagle Lake and Lissie
throughout their years of marriage...

The H&R Block tax office located
at Emily’s Realty at 115 E. Main in
Eagle Lake will be open for the tax
season beginning Monday, Jan. 8.
Mrs. Emily Stiles, owner, and Mrs.
Carolyn Rosprim will be in the tax

Insurance Commissioner
drops ‘benchmark’ rates

Texas Insurance Commissioner
Elton Bomer last week lowered
benchmark rates for automobile insur-
ance.

The new rates, which become ef-
fective Jan. 20, are used as a price-
setting guide by state-regulated insur-
ers, who presently cover about 75% of
the market.

“This is good news for all motor-
ists, especially drivers who buy only
the insurance they need to obey the
law and those who are concerned
about being hit by the large number of
drivers who carry no insurance at all,”
Bomer said.

Under Bomer’s order, individual
benchmark rates will decrease 19%
for bodily injury and 28% for unin-
sured motorist coverage, but collision
coverage will increase 8% and com-
prehensive coverage by 9%.

Insurers are allowed by law to
charge up to 30% above or below
benchmark, so rate decreases are not
guaranteed. It’s up to the insurer.

Bill Lambe, state program director
of Citizens Action, told the Austin
American-Statesman, “Texas con-
sumers will welcome this news of rate
reductions with caution, to be sure.
They have heard these promises be-
fore and failed to see insurers follow
through with lower rates.”

Still, Bomer’s order was the first
reduction in the benchmark rate since
the rating system was created in 1991.
Benchmark rates inched up 3% in
1995 and 3.2% in 1996.

HUB Contracts Decrease

Businesses owned by women and
minorities got much less state busi-
ness in 1997 than they did in 1996.

Figures compiled by the Texas
General Services Commission - the
agency that oversees most state con-
tracts - reveal the first decline in con-
tracts since the “Historically Under-
utilized Business” program was
launched seven years ago.

In 1996, state agencies spent $936
million with 6,311 woman and minor-
ity owned businesses, or about 16% of
the $5.8 billion awarded in contracts.

In 1997, about 13% of the $6.1
billion in state contracts - $784 million
- went to 4,474 HUBs.

State Sen. Royce West, D-Dallas,
who battled against attempts to cut the
affirmative-action program in the last
legislative session, said, “It’s amazing

“Pastor Rusty Griffin and the Sealy (Assembly Drama “Team proudly present
an Jllustrated Drama that will bring a message of “Hope to all...

The Story of John the Baptist

“No matter what circumstances may surround you, there is hope in Jesus Christ. A
John found it. Come, and find it for yourself. Experience life as a “Victor and not as a “Ulictim!

7:00 PM ALL THREE NIGHTS:

Thursday, November 13th Saturday, November 15th

Sunday, November 16th

FOR MORE INFORMATION: 409-885-3113
Special Effects, Live Animals, Large Cast and Crew, (Awesome Set Design

State Capitol
Highlights

By Lyndell Williams
I and Ed Sterling

Texas Press Association

to me that in a state the size of Texas,
some state agencies are unable to find
qualified HUB vendors.”

Teacher Standards Vote Set

The State Board of Educator Cer-
tification voted in favor of proposed
standards requiring teachers to renew
their licenses every five years.

Certification under the proposal,
would require 30 hours of training per
year or 150 hours every five years.

A final vote on the proposal, which
will affect some 250,000 classroom
teachers, is scheduled for March.

Teacher organizations rallied
against the proposal before the vote
and convinced the board to tentatively
agree to reduce the number of training
hours from 200 to 150 every five
years.

No Confidence Led To Firing

Texas Lottery Commissioner
John Hill said lack of confidence led to
the firing of the lottery’s executive
director Lawrence Littwin two weeks
ago.

Hill told the Houston Chronicle,
“We had just concluded after careful
evaluation that we didn’t have confi-
dence that he was the right person to
lead the agency.”

Littwin investigated the lottery
operating company, GTECH Corp., to
see if improper political contributions
were made to legislators.

Littwin said the commission -
which includes Harriet Miers of Dal-
las and Anthony Sadberry of Cypress
-fired him because of political intimi-
dation resulting from his investiga-
tion.

But Hill, who was not specific
about the reason for the commission’s
lack of confidence in Littwin, said, “it
had nothing to do with political issues
or political pressures. It didn’t have
anything to do with him looking at the
financial records of legislators. It was
our conclusion that he wasn’t working
out.”

The new interim lottery executive

(See Highlights, Page 3)

office to take care of your tax needs...

On Monday, Jan. 1, County Clerk
Lester Schneider administered the’
oath of office to County Judge Lester
J. Cranek, re-elected for a new four-
year term...

Mr. & Mrs. L.A. Paschall an-
nounced the arrival of a baby boy,
born at 2:46 a.m. Christmas Day. The
proud parents chose the name Clay-
ton Michael. Mr. & Mrs. W.C. Alley
of Eagle Lake and Mrs. Alvin Pas-
chall of Altair are the grandparents...

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Morgan of
Eagle Lake announced the marriage of
their daughter, Marilyn, to John T.
Schild, son of Mr. & Mrs. A. Wil-
liam Schild of Waller...

Friends in the community extend
sympathy to the Fred Walker family
on the death of their infant son, Kevin
Edward Walker, on Dec. 30th...

Oria Mason, 6’4" junior center of
the Rice High School Raiders basket-
ball team, was named “Player of the
Week” by Coach Jack Grammar...

Miss Debbie Roch, bride-elect of
Alan Kloss, was honored with a mis-
cellaneous shower Dec. 12 at 7 p.m. at
the Eagle lake First Baptist Church....

The engagement and approaching
marriage of Miss Sandra Gertson
and Jimmy Wayne Means was an-
nounced by her parents, Mr. & Mrs.
Vernon Gertson of Eagle Lake...

Friends will regret to learn of the
death onDec. 28 of the mother of Mrs.
J.T. (Jimmie) Frnka of Eagle Lake,
Mrs. Mary Bahjka of East Bernard,
following a lengthy illness.

Sept. 30, 1949

Miss Betty Bunge, daughter of
Mr. & Mrs. James L. Bunge of
Garwood, will represent the Garwood
Lions Club in the Bay City Rice Fes-
tival’s queen contest...

Billy Reading, who was chosen
by local F.F.A. chapter members as
their representative, will go with L.J.
Rosprim, chapteradvisor, to Bill Wil-
liams in Houston Monday to attend an
area awards banquet...

Looks as though Miss Frankie
Jean Pidgeon will be kept busy dur- .
ing her first year at Morris College in
Jacksonville. News received by her
parents, Mr. & Mrs. Frank Pidgeon,
is that she has been elected social
chairman for the Religious Council,
elected to The Mask and Wig Club and
has pledged Pi Delta Phi...

The body of Ivan Bartosh, who
drowned in the Colorado River late
Wednesday afternoon while fishing,
was recovered at 6 this morning...

The home of Mr. & Mrs. Henry
Rutledge was the scene of a barbecue
with all the trimmings on the occasion
of their 15th wedding anniversary. A
lovely array of gifts were received...

Mr. & Mrs. Chester Myrle Mc-
Gehee are parents of a son born Sept.
27th in the Columbus Hospital. The
baby, named Donnie Myrle, weighed
7 pounds, 4 ounces...

Margaret Dannelly was a new
pupil in the second grade this week.
Other news from the second grade was
that Martin Joe Herman and Patsy
Ann Brasher both celebrated their
seventh birthdays Tuesday...

Among those attending the Rice-
Clemson game in Houston Saturday
were Mr. & Mrs. Jim Clipson, Mr.
& Mrs. Simon Sinclair, Bruce
Waddell and Ted Brunner.

Moore introduces new staff

By Colorado County Attorney John Julian Moore

The last few months have been
especially busy ones in the Colorado
County Attorney’s office as we have
under taken the duties of the District
Attorney to go along with all the re-
sponsibilities our office was already
mandated by the State Constitution
and Statues.

Getting House Bill 3572 passed by
the legislature and approved by the
governor were just the first steps. We
have spent much of the summer set-
ting our budget and assembling a staff
of people to handle the extra responsi-
bilities of the office.

I wanttotake this time to introduce
you to the new members of the County
Attorney’s Office staff.

Many of you may have already
met our criminal investigator, Sonya
Besch. Ms. Besch was hired the first of
Aug. with funds recently made avail-
able from the courthouse security
fund. Sonya had been working in our
office one day a week since the spring
of this year as one of three reserve in-
vestigators.

Her duties include juvenile inves-
tigations, preparation of juvenile doc-

uments and liaison between our of-

fice, the juvenile probation depart-

ment and the Colorado County Re-
(See Staff, Page 4)

Corrections

In last week’s Headlight, we had
the picture of Frieda Kubesch with
Bemice Heinsohn name undemeath
it. We’re sorry about that, Frieda. We
hope to have your article and picture
with the right name in soon.

Also, in the story a while back
about the St. Mary Centennial we had
the photo was courtesy of Betty Leo-
pold. Well, wrong again. Annie Malek
Schneider had the only photo in the
whole town of Garwood of the old
church. Sorry about that Annie, but
Betty brought them to us, so...

Thanks to LaJuan Braden for
bringing this to our attention.

But, we’re not the only ones who
mess up. In the Rice FFA story last
week, not by any fault of ours, Ryan
Henske was leftoutas an exhibitor. By
the way, Ryan exhibited a heifer.

Call Crime Stppers - 234-5555 - It Pays Rewards




